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Keep all your original data intact; don’t delete it

Base data

▪ Data in “Date” is text

Convert Text to Number

▪ Use operator to convert types

Delete Text column

▪ Don’t do this!

▪ Destroying original data is 
dangerous!

▪ If you need the original 
data after destroying it, 
then…

– You must reverse 
engineer your steps 
(i.e. waste of time)

– You may need to start 
over because reverse 
engineering your steps 
is not possible (i.e. 
waste of time)

▪ Keep this data

– Don’t delete “Date”

– Don’t copy/paste values in 
“AsDate”(1)
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(1) Exceptions exist. At a minimum, you will 

want to keep at least one formula.
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